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articles of the Federal Constitution, as well as the
insertion of new constitutional clauses, may be de-
manded through the medium of the popular initia-
tive. As soon as 50,000 Swiss citizens, having the
right to vote, shall present a demand of this kind,
the question whether such a revision shall take place
will depend upon the majority of the citizens taking
part in the vote. Should it be in the affirmative, the
Federal Assembly shall proceed with the revision."

To some of the deputies the great defect of this
proposal was that it left the hands of the Chambers
too free. As long as the power of giving effect to the
demand was vested in the Chambers, the door was
always left open for them to tamper as they liked
with the expression of the popular will. These depu-
ties, who included among their number the members
of the Right, the democrats, the socialists, and some
Radical democrats, proposed to confer on 50,000 elec-
tors the right of presenting a fully drafted bill, which
should be submitted to the people in its original
form, and should be inserted as it stood in the Con-
stitution were it adopted.

It was urged against this " that it would be most
dangerous to allow a bill framed by an anonymous
committee to become part of the constitution with-
out giving any opportunity for modification. The
least important of laws are not made by the Federal
Assembly without a great deal of work, careful study,
and public discussion on both sides. The initiative
by formulated bill allows a small group of persons to
encroach on the rights of the Federal Assembly, a^
consummation which ought to be prevented."

A Radical deputy naively gave the true reason for